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removed and imprisoned in the Clock Tower, but
was set free next day. A fresh vote of the House
permitted him to affirm, subject to the decision of
the law-courts on the legality of the proceeding.
Judgment having been given against him in the
following March (1881), Bradlaugh lost his seat,
and was re-elected, although by a greatly diminished
majority. On presenting himself to be sworn, he
encountered the same refusal, and was afterwards
forcibly prevented from entering the House. Next
Session (1882) the same drama re-enacted itself a
third time, with an important variation, for on this
occasion Bradlaugh administered the oath to him-
self, disobeyed the order for his exclusion, and was
expelled from the House. Re-elected once more,
after a year's delay caused by complicated legal
proceedings and abortive attempts to secure his
peaceful admission, Bradlaugh repeated his old
tactics, and, on their failure, voluntarily resigned
his seat Northampton returned him by a higher
figure than ever, although not by so great a
majority as in 1880. The long conflict was
nearing" its close. Retaining his seat at the
General Election of 1885, Bradlaugh was allowed,
by the ruling of a new Speaker, to be quietly sworn.
In i88h lie carried an Affirmation Bill through both
Houses of Parliament, with the support, among-
others, of the Archbishop of Canterbury. In 1891,
while he lay dying, the Resolutions excluding him
in former years were expunged from the records of
the House.

It is possible that some of the majorities against
Bradlaugh in the Parliament of 1880 may have
been swelled by the unpopularity attached to his